DR. CHARLES SHIPLEY HOUSE

{72 EAST MAIN STREET

The house that Dr. Charles Shipley built around 1900 would not be
out of place in, say, Cape May. It is, however, if not out of place, at
least unusual in Westminster. Stradd!ing the border between the shingle
and Cueen Anne styles, the house could be viewed in two ways, either as an
aberration or as an extension of a standard Carrol! County house. Certain
features place it firmly, if belatedly, within the national "Shingle
Movement" - the moderate pitched roof, almost invisible behind the broad
gables, the round turret and the fairly unified color., However, except
for chromatic unlity, none of these features fit into the general trend
of Westminster's domestic building patterns. It could be possible to
analyze the house as an overly - decorated five-bay, central-hall building,
but it seems better to accept it as a self-wished and, as a visual, aesthe-
tic, and intellectual intermission of Main Street's seemingly perpetual
pageant. |t was, after all, located on a small but definite slope and
set back I5' from the sidewalk - thus separating it in site and elevation
from its more conformist neighbors,
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Number 172 East Main Street, Westminster, a large, quiet,
shingle style house, which dominates the intersection of that street
with Center Street, is an interesting expansion of number 222 East Main
Street, which is, in turn, an interesting expansion of the standard
five-bay house. Several forces are at work here seeking prominence,
though none suceed.

One of the main actors here is the three story hexagonal
tower which rises at the eastern third of the building's north facade.
Each of its three exposed sides has, on the second and third stories,
a single double-hung sash window whose upper pane is, encircled by a
stained glass border; ground floor windows, also three in number are
merely 1/1 paned. These, and all windows, are simply enframed above
narrow white wooden sills. The tower is capped by a conical red asbestos
covered roof, with a large ball and spike finial. The tower is covered
with grey imbricated shingles.

A large pedimental-shaped gable fills the rest of the facade's
third story and is covered with diamond-shaped shingles. The lower 2/3
of this gable is recessed and contains a double window, each of which is
similar to those on the third (or second) story of the tower. Three
small brackets (one at either end, one between the two windows) support
the upper 1/3 of the dormer which is crowned by a finial such as might
be used in Amsterdam to hoist furniture.

There are three 1/1 windows on the second floor, and two 1/1
windows on the ground floor west of the large double door. The door,
like the house, is large and ambitious but, in the end, simple. It is
flanked by unfluted pilasters, and topped by a two-light transom (one
light per door); the doors themselves contain two large panes in their
upper two-thirds with two recessed panels below. A wide shed roofed
one story porch wraps itself across the entire ground floor, including
the tower. It has a simple cornice and is supported by square chamfered
posts with modest brackets to the north, and with quartered-circle
decorations above the hammer braces, and with rows of turned spindels
between posts. The porch is painted white, as is all trim, which works
well with the grey slate roof, and with the grey clapboarding of the
body of the house, to foil the red roof of the tower. The house sits
on a steep rise and is approached by a flight of cement steps; under
the tower, however, is an only slightly sunken basement glass and
aluminum storm door, topped by a dentil cornice and flanked by fluted
pilasters.

The six bay west facade, fronting Center Street, is crowned

by two twin gables, identical to the Main Street gable. There are
two windows on the northern gable's section, with a double 1/1 dentil

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house that Dr. Shipley built around the turn of the century

would not be out of place in, say, Cape May. It is, however, if not out
of place, at least unusual for Westminster. Straddling the border between
the shingle and Queen Anne Styles, the house could be viewed in two ways,
either as an aberration, or as an extension of a standard Carroll County
house. Certain features place it firmly, if belatedly, within the national
"Shingle Movement" - the moderate pitched roof, almost invisible behind

s the broad gables, the round turret, and the fairly unified color. However,
except for chromatic unity, none of these features fit into the general
trend of Westminster's domestic building patterns. It could be possible
to analyze the house as an overly-decorated, 5-bay, central hall building
(as was briefly mentioned in question 7), but it seems better to accept
it as a self-wished and, as such, as a visual, aesthetic, and intellectual
intermission of Main Street's seemingly perpetual pageant. It was, after
all, set back 15 feet from the sidewalk and is situated on a small but
definite slope (thus separating it in despite and elevation from its more
conforming neighbors).

Ironically, there is near-complete total data on the lot (lot
#6 in "New London"). After James White sold the lot to John Logsdon (for
24 pounds), Logsdon became indebted to one Anthony Arnold; both gentlemen
decided to settle the matter by selling the lot "and tenement house" to
Robert Torbet (or Talbott) for 110 pounds - Frederick County deed Book RP,
Page 141, dated June 17, 1777. Eleven years later (May 6, 1788) Torbet
sold the place (describing it as having been "formerly inhabited by James
White") to his daughters Ann and Elizabeth (WR 8/79). The 60 year ownership
of the Torbet family ended when Ann sold to Upton Scott (Carroll County WW
1/318, September 4, 1837, for $612). Whatever structure existed then must
have remained little changed, as the price stays (relatively) constant for
the next 4 transactions, viz., Scott to James Diyle (22/277, March 29, 1851
$535), Diyle to James Bigg (34/322, May 9, 1867 - $1300). Biggs to Joseph
A. Waeselie (62/245, April 4, 1885 - $1900), and Waeselie to Laura G. Shipley,
wife of Dr. Charles Shipley, who built the existing building. Laura Shipley
(called here "wife of Dr. Daniel Shipley") sold her house to James and M.
Delia Trager (138/285, on April Fool's Day, 1921); when Mrs. Trager was de-
clared non compus mentis, her attorney sold the place to its present owners,
Walter T. and Mary Jane Haines (August 6, 1954, who subdivided the house and
built the large laundry to the rear.
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and modillion-corniced window to the south. There are three 1/1 windows on
the second floor of the south gable's section. Windows on the ground floor
of each section are similar to those on that section's second floor, except
that the northernmost of all is now a 4-panel door with a small concrete
porch. Three cellar windows (the central one a double window) are in the
high cemented over fieldstone foundation.

The south front, which faces a dry cleaners, has one very large
gable over its entire length; except for its size, and the fact that its
stained glass window is double (as befits the gable's size), this gable's
similar to the rest. There is a half-wood, half-glass, green metal awinged
door in the west of the second story, with two 1/1 windows to its east; a
four-panel door is below that door, on the ground floor. An elaborate system
of porches, reached by two flights of steps, is draped over this facade. The
porhces have post columns. Except for the window in the standardly treated
northern gable, the east front is totally blind. This is understandable as,
when the building was built, there was, and still is, another building only
two feet away.
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